MILTON KEYNES – A GUIDE TO GEOGRAPHY

	Introduction


This guide outlines some of the ways Milton Keynes can be divided up into smaller areas for data analysis purposes. It also shows the main information available on the MKi Observatory at each sub-district geography. It is not a full list of data available at each geographical area so please contact the MKi team should you require specific information for an area.

	Geographical Structure


The flow chart below outlines the geographic hierarchy for Milton Keynes. 
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The following sections describe each geographical area outlined in the flow chart.
	Milton Keynes Wards


Wards are a nationwide geographical unit. They are the spatial units used to elect local government councillors. Wards are subject to periodic revision, which can make analysis of tends over time hard. The last revision in Milton Keynes was 2002. 

The size of wards in the UK varies considerably which can also cause problems when comparing wards. Nationally the average ward population is 5,500. There are 23 wards in Milton Keynes, the largest ward is Loughton Park (16,650 people in 2010), the smallest is Sherington (4,200 people). 

As wards are a national geography and due to the fact that many policy decisions are made at ward level much of the data from national data sources is released at ward level.
	Maps
	Main Datasets
	Look ups and Lists

	Interactive Map
Printable Map
	Ward Profiles
Unemployment
Life Expectancy



 HYPERLINK "http://www.mkiobservatory.org.uk/Analysis.aspx?id=798&siteID=1026" 

Population Projections


Benefits
Pupil Ethnicity


2011 Census
2001 Census

	MK Ward List
Ward to Estate Lookup
Ward to LSOA Lookup

	Milton Keynes Parishes


English parishes are a very old form of spatial unit which originally represented areas of both civil and ecclesiastical administration. They used to be significant local government areas but now have limited functions. They are not coterminous with electoral wards and are subject to revision.
The parish boundaries in Milton Keynes changed in 2011. All of the data on the observatory except 2011 Census information refers to the pre-2011 boundaries. There were 47 pre 2011 parishes they range in size from a population in 2011 of 50 in Warrington to 25,300 in Shenley Brook End. There is less data available at parish level than at ward level. 2011 Census data is released for the current boundaries although some parishes have been added together by the Office for National Statistics due to their size.

	Maps
	Main Datasets
	Look ups and Lists

	Interactive Map
Printable Map (pre 2011)

Printable Map (current)
	Parish Profiles
Population Projections
2011 Census
2001 Census

	MK Parish List (pre 2011)

Parish to Estate Lookup (pre 2011)


	Milton Keynes Estates and Settlements


Estates and settlements are a locally produced geography made up of estates in Milton Keynes as defined by grid roads and other settlements such as Stony Stratford and rural areas. The boundaries are relatively static governed as they are by the grid roads. Estates and settlements are not always coterminous with wards or parishes, although the rural settlement boundaries are the same as the rural Parishes and most wards are made up of 4 or 5 whole estates. 

As at 2011 there are 152 estates. This is made up of 115 estates with a population and 37 ‘Industrial’ estates with no population but industry and retail or estates to be developed in the future. Of the estates with a population the largest is Newport Pagnell with a population of 15,700.

As they are a local geography no national data is released at estate and settlement level. Although it as been possible with some datasets to estimate national figures at estate level. Due to their small size there is a demand for data locally within MK at this level. Therefore much locally held data is produced at estate and settlement level. 

	Maps
	Main Datasets
	Look ups and Lists

	Interactive Map
Printable Map
	Profiles
Population Projections
Social Atlas
Crimes
Housing Tenure
2011 Census 

2001 Census

	MK Estate List
Estate to Ward Lookup
Estate to Parish Lookup


	Milton Keynes Super Output Areas


Due to the inadequacies for statistical analysis of other geographies, the Office for National Statistics (ONS) constructed a new statistical geography for the whole of England and Wales. The geographies are more uniform in size, constant, and built up from smaller geographies. The plan by ONS is to release much of their information at this geography instead of or along side ward data. This geography is conterminous with district boundaries but not with parishes or estates and settlements. The lower level SOAs nested within wards in operation at the time of their construction. They were subject to revision using data from the 2011 census to try to maintain the sizes. The following 3 sections detail each of the building blocks for this geography.

	Milton Keynes Middle Layer Super Output Areas


There are 6,791 Middle Layer SOAs in England. The minimum population of this layer was 5,000 with a mean of 7,200. Built from groups of Lower Layer SOAs (see below) and constrained by the 2003 local authority boundaries.

Milton Keynes has 32 Middle Layer SOAs. As this is a relatively new geography there is little data available at this level as more data become available this will be added to the observatory.

	Maps
	Main Datasets
	Look ups and Lists

	Interactive Map
Printable Map
	2001 Census
Income Estimates

	MK MSOA List
MSOA to 2011 LSOA Lookup



	Milton Keynes Lower Layer Super Output Areas


The Lower Layer SOAs were revised using the 2011 Census results. There are now two versions of boundaries - 2001 and 2011.  There are 32,844 Lower Layer SOAs (2011) in England; the minimum population is 1,000. They are built from groups of OAs (typically 4 to 6) and nest within wards in operation at the time of their construction. 

There are 152 Lower SOAs (2011) in Milton Keynes making them around the same size as estates.

	Maps
	Main Datasets
	Look ups and Lists

	Interactive Map
Printable 2011 Map
Printable 2001 Map
	2011 Census
Index of Multiple Deprivation



	MK LSOA Lists
LSOA to Ward Lookup
LSOA to MSOA Lookup



	Milton Keynes Output Areas


The output areas were revised using the 2011 Census results. There are now two versions of boundaries - 2001 and 2011.  Output areas are the smallest building blocks of the SOA series. OAs are built from clusters of adjacent unit postcodes. They were designed to have similar population sizes and be as socially homogenous as possible (based on tenure of household and dwelling type). 

There are 788 OAs (2011) in Milton Keynes making it the smallest geography in Milton Keynes. The only dataset released with data at OA level is the Census.

	Maps
	Main Datasets
	Look ups and Lists

	Interactive Map

	Output Area Classification


2011 Census
2001 Census
	MK OA List



	Milton Keynes Postcode Sectors


The Royal Mail maintains a UK-wide system of postcodes to identify postal delivery areas. Postcode sectors refer to areas covered by the first part of the postcode e.g. MK6 2. Postcode sectors are driven by the business needs of Royal Mail and as such they do not follow any other geography; they cross district, ward, parish and estate boundaries.

There are 59 postcode sectors in Milton Keynes making them larger than estates but smaller than wards. Postcode sectors vary considerably in size the largest Postcode in Milton Keynes is MK3 7 in Bletchley with 3,837 dwelling. The smallest is MK19 6 around Calverton with 73.

Some local authorities use postcode sectors when analysing sub-ward level areas. However as Milton Keynes is unique and has estates and settlements there is little use for this geography. The number of Dwellings per postcode sector is the only dataset on the Observatory at postcode sector level; this is to help organisations plan mail shots.

	Further Information


· An interactive map of these boundaries can be found on the MKi Observatory website here: http://www.mkiobservatory.org.uk/Map.aspx?id=324&siteID=1026 
· Further information on geography across the UK can be found on the Office of National Statistics website - www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/geography/beginner-s-guide/index.html
· The list of data sources available is not exhaustive so check out the MKi Observatory – www.mkiobservatory.org.uk or contact us on 01908 254257 or webmaster@mkiobservatory.org.uk 
· Other websites publishing sub district information include: 
1. http://neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/
2. http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
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