Summary of population projections


Population Projections to 2031:

House completions were much lower than forecast over the past two years. As a result, a decision was taken to use a more realistic housing completions trajectory in the short term to ensure the population projections were feasible. Realistic annual figures were estimated, then sites with 10 or less completions were assumed to complete on time. All larger sites were reduced proportionately to achieve the total. The table below shows the resulting population projections:
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2001
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2021

2026

2031

0-4

14,350

15,380

17,320

19,350

20,510

21,130

20,690

5-9

15,290

14,420

16,700

18,640

20,170

21,590

22,080

10-14

15,140

15,120

14,890

17,180

18,750

20,440

21,800

15-19

14,440

14,590

14,900

14,580

16,450

18,060

19,610

20-24

13,390

13,760

15,680

15,860

14,900

16,910

18,380

25-29

16,730

15,770

18,760

21,000

20,050

19,230

21,160

30-34

18,660

17,490

19,790

23,250

24,560

23,880

22,700

35-39

18,270

19,100

19,250

21,650

24,510

26,200

25,290

40-44

16,610

18,140

20,180

20,230

22,110

25,290

26,920

45-49

15,280

16,150

18,370

20,370

20,000

22,040

25,340

50-54

14,870

14,580

16,030

18,210

19,880

19,630

21,690

55-59

10,620

13,920

14,230

15,620

17,490

19,220

19,030

60-64

7,640

9,700

13,200

13,490

14,620

16,510

18,270

65-69

6,060

7,020

9,220

12,600

12,700

13,870

15,710

70-74

5,330

5,480

6,630

8,740

11,800

12,040

13,180

75-79

4,580

4,650

5,040

6,110

7,990

10,920

11,230

80-84

3,020

3,540

3,770

4,130

5,020

6,750

9,360

85-89

1,610

1,940

2,400

2,620

2,870

3,570

4,890

90+

790

880

1,120

1,380

1,610

1,870

2,370

Total

212,710

221,650

247,480

274,990

295,980

319,150

339,710


The overall population shows a significant rise, fuelled by natural growth and net in-migration. There will be an increase in the numbers in all age bands. 

This is most marked for the older age ranges. For example, an increase from 10,000 persons aged 75 and over in 2001, to an anticipated 27,850 in 2031.

There are also changes in the proportion of the population in age bands. For example, the percentage aged 75 and over will rise from 4.7% in 2001 to 8.2% in 2031. 

The percentage of young people aged 5 to 14 will fall from 14.3% to 12.9%, although the number will rise from 30,430 to 43,880. The percentage aged 15 to 24 years will fall from 13% to 11% of the population, although the number rises from 27,830 to 37,990.

The main working age (age 20 to 64) population will fall from 62.1% of the total to 58.5% by 2031, as the population ages. This means a change in the dependency ratio from 1.64 persons of working age to each dependant person, to 1.41 persons of working age by 2031.

It also has to be noted that this is only one possible scenario. If assumptions about migration, fertility or mortality are not fulfilled, the future structure and size of the population could be very different.
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