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Glossary of Terms

SATs: Standard
Assessment Tests - allows
pupils & parents to know
how a learner is
performing against
national benchmarks. 

KS: Key Stage 

AS: Advanced
supplementary (a full
qualification equal to
about 50% of 'A' level). 

A2: the second part of the
AS, converting it into the
full ‘A’ level. 

NVQ: National Vocational
Qualification - a standard
based on assessed
occupational competence. 

Applied GCSE: a
qualification equal to 2
traditional GCSEs giving
occupational knowledge
and understanding but not
occupational competence. 

Vocational A level: a
qualification equal to 2
traditional ‘A’levels giving
occupational knowledge
and understanding but not
occupational competence.

Key Stage: One Two Three Four
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