Changes to Output Areas and Lower Super Output Areas in Milton Keynes
In 2001 the Office for National Statistics created Output Areas (OAs) and Lower Super Output Areas (LSOAs) to help make data more comparable over time and place. This is because ward boundaries tend to change over time and vary considerably in size. OAs and LSOAs are approximately uniform in size and relatively constant through time. However due to the population growth of some areas ONS had to revise 2.6% of OAs and 1.1% of LSOAs in England and Wales. Milton Keynes was one of the areas that had some revisions. This report details the changes.
Differences in 2001 and 2011 LSOAs

ONS only revised boundaries where the population changed significantly between 2001 and 2011. In Milton Keynes all revisions were done by splitting a 2001 LSOA into 2 or 3 new LSOAs. 7 LSOAs were split into 20 revised LSOAs, leaving 132 unchanged. All revised LSOAs fit within ward boundaries. 
The table below outlines which LSOAs have been revised.
Table 1: Revised LSOAs

	Ward
	2001 LSOA
	2011 LSOA

	Bletchley and Fenny Stratford
	E01016712
	E01033497

	Bletchley and Fenny Stratford
	E01016712
	E01033498

	Campbell Park
	E01016730
	E01033499

	Campbell Park
	E01016730
	E01033500

	Middleton
	E01016782
	E01033501

	Middleton
	E01016782
	E01033506

	Middleton
	E01016785
	E01033503

	Middleton
	E01016785
	E01033508

	Middleton
	E01016785
	E01033509

	Middleton
	E01016785
	E01033511

	Middleton
	E01016785
	E01033512

	Emerson Valley
	E01016747
	E01033514

	Emerson Valley
	E01016747
	E01033515

	Emerson Valley
	E01016747
	E01033517

	Emerson Valley
	E01016749
	E01033519

	Emerson Valley
	E01016749
	E01033520

	Loughton Park
	E01016779
	E01033505

	Loughton Park
	E01016779
	E01033522

	Loughton Park
	E01016779
	E01033523

	Loughton Park
	E01016779
	E01033525


Map 1 and 2 highlight which LSOAs were revised.
Map 1: 2001 LSOA boundaries highlighting which were revised                 Map 2: 2011 LSOA boundaries highlighting which are revised
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Differences in 2001 and 2011 OAs

There are now 788 OAs in Milton Keynes. Two of these are OAs merged from four old OAs and 140 have been created from splitting OAs. 646 have remained the same. Map 3 shows the 2011 OA boundaries. Those highlighted in red are ones that have been created through merging and those highlighted in blue are ones that have been created through splitting.
Map 3: 2011 Output Areas 
Implications
ONS release various pieces of data at LSOA level including the Census, benefits data and the index of deprivation. Going forward they will be releasing the data at the 2011 boundaries. This will cause issues for researchers wanting to compare data through time. However because ONS split LSOAs, in most cases (where there are numbers rather than rates) researchers can add up the new LSOAs to form the old LSOAs. The same is the case for output areas, apart from the 2 merged areas.
Further Information
If you would like further information on the geographies in Milton Keynes including links to maps of the boundaries please see our guide here:
· http://www.mkiobservatory.org.uk/page.aspx?id=2154&siteID=1026 

Alternatively please contact paul.edwards@milton-keynes.gov.uk 01908 254257
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