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1. Executive Summary 

 

 In 1967, when Milton Keynes was designated as a new town, the area had a mainly rural 
population of around 60,000. 
 

 The official Office for National Statistics population estimate for Milton Keynes in 2015 was 
261,750. 

 

 Milton Keynes was the 20th fastest growing local authority in England between 2005 and 2015 

with a growth of 17.1 per cent.  

 

 The population of Milton Keynes is forecast to grow to 308,500 by 2026. This is an increase of 

46,750 people or 18 per cent between 2015 and 2026. 

 

 Milton Keynes’ has a younger demographic when compared with the national population which 

will continue in the forecast period going up to 2026.  

 

 All age groups are projected to grow with the fastest growth in the older age groups. 

 

 Broughton, Danesborough and Stony Stratford wards are projected to experience the fastest 

population growth between 2015 and 2026.  

 

 Brooklands, Fairfields and Whitehouse are projected to have the fastest population increase 

between 2015 and 2026.  This is driven by the planned house building in the area. 

 

 Both Urban and Rural areas in Milton Keynes show a positive population growth until 2026 with 

a ratio of 9:1 for Urban and Rural population. 

 

 Natural change (difference between births and deaths) will add an average of 2,000 people to 

the population each year from 2015 to 2026. 

 

 Net migration is the main driver of population growth peaking at 5,100 in 2019. This is driven by 

the planned house building with migration from other parts of the UK  

 

 20,800 dwellings are anticipated to be built in Milton Keynes between 2015 and 2026. 

 

 There is a projected 19 per cent increase in the dwelling stock between 2015 and 2026 because 

of the planned house building.  

 

 The ratio between Male and Female workers is approximately 55:45.  The proportion of those 

people in Milton Keynes in the labour force is projected to fall from 55 per cent to 51 per cent. 

This is because of the increasing elderly population in Milton Keynes. 
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2. Introduction 

 
The 2016/2017 Milton Keynes Population Bulletin provides a comprehensive update of demographic 
information for Milton Keynes. Demographic information is vital for service providers to plan their 
services, understand the communities they serve and how it may change in the future. 
 
The Population Bulletin provides information on the population projections for Milton Keynes. The 
population projections were created by the Business Intelligence Team of Luton Borough Council. 
They use PopGroup software to provide projections for the borough until 2026 by age, labour force, 
households as well as projections at ward, estate and settlement, parish level, and rural and urban 
areas. 
 
Projections are based upon the mid-year population estimates from the Office for National Statistics 
for 2011-2015. The projections up to 2026 are constrained to Milton Keynes planned housing 
completions. These projections use current trends and the current housing strategy of Milton 
Keynes.  
 
The population forecasting uses POPGROUP1 which uses a cohort component methodology for its 
population projections, a headship rate for its household projection model and an economic activity 
rate for its labour force projection model.  POPGROUP’s population forecasting model estimates 
future population change based on fertility, mortality and migration assumptions using historical 
data.  Population forecasts can be used to derive likely household and housing profiles consistent 
with the population’s age and sex composition. The methodology for the population and household 
projections is consistent with the Office for National Statistics and Communities & Local Government. 
 
An electronic copy of this publication can be found on the MK Insight web site, from where datasets 
can also be downloaded: http://mkinsight.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1) POPGROUP is a suite of demographic software developed to generate population, household, labour force and other derived projections 
for specified geographical areas and/or population groups. The software is maintained by Edge Analytics under licence from the Local 
Government Association.

http://mkinsight.org/milton-keynes-population-household-labour-market-projections-bulletin-201617
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3. Past Population Growth 
 

The population of Milton Keynes has trebled since 1967. 
 

Milton Keynes was designated as a new town in 1967 with an existing population of 60,000. In the 

subsequent years there has been sustained population growth, which has increased to 261,750 in 

2015.  

 

Figure 1 outlines the growth in Milton Keynes since 1967 to 2015. The Population grew by 171,000 

(+285%) from 1967 to 2007. The population has grown by 11 per cent since 2008. 
 

Figure 1: Milton Keynes Population Growth 1967 -2015 

 
Milton Keynes is the 20th fastest growing local authority area in England.  

Table 1 outlines the top 20 fastest growing local authorities between 2005 and 2015. Over that 

period Milton Keynes grew by 38,300 people. This is a growth of 17 per cent which was the 20th 

fastest local growing authority in England and the sixth fastest growing local authority outside of a 

London Borough.  The population of Milton Keynes has been increasing by an average of nearly 4,000 

people per year over the last decade. 

Table 1: Population Growth 2005 and 2015 

 
Yellow highlighted rows show the local authorities which are not London Boroughs. 
All data rounded to nearest 50, components may not sum to totals due to rounding. 
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4. Population Projections 2011-2026 
 

The population of Milton Keynes is projected to grow from 261,750 in 2015 to 308,500 in 2026. This 

is an increase of 46,750 people and a growth rate of 18 per cent.  Over the next 11 years it is forecast 

to grow by an average of 4,200 people per year.  

 

Figure 2: Milton Keynes Population Growth 2011-2026 

 
 

Table 2: Milton Keynes Population Growth in Urban and Rural Areas 2011-2026 
Year Urban Rural Milton Keynes

2011 226,250          23,650     249,900

2012 228,700          23,650     252,350

2013 231,650          24,050     255,700

2014 235,000          24,250     259,250

2015 239,100          24,500     261,750

2016 240,550          24,450     264,950

2017 243,350          24,700     268,050

2018 248,650          25,200     273,850

2019 254,950          26,050     281,000

2020 260,750          26,700     287,450

2021 265,750          27,200     292,950

2022 270,050          27,700     297,750

2023 273,700          28,200     301,900

2024 276,350          28,450     304,800

2025 278,300          28,650     306,950

2026 279,650          28,850     308,500  
All data rounded to nearest 50, components may not sum to totals due to rounding. 

 
 

Both urban and rural areas in Milton Keynes show positive population growth until 2026 with an 

average ratio of 9:1 between the urban and rural population. 
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5. Components of Change 
 

Natural change will add an average of 2,000 people to the population every year from 
2015-2026. 
 

The two components of population growth are natural change and net migration: 

 Natural Change = Total number of births less total number of deaths 

 Net Migration = Total newcomers less total outgoing 

 

Natural Change 

Figure 3:  Milton Keynes Births and Deaths Growth 2011 – 2026 

 
 

 

 

The Natural change of the population of Milton Keynes is projected to see an increase in the number 

of deaths and a small decrease in the birth rate. 
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Table 3: Milton Keynes Births and Deaths 2011 – 2026 

 
All data rounded to nearest 50, components may not sum to totals due to rounding. 

 
Net Migration 
Net migration is the difference between people coming into and out of Milton Keynes. It includes 
migration to and from the UK and international migration. 
 
Net internal migration into Milton Keynes is projected to be positive up to 2025. This is because of 
the house building plans for Milton Keynes. International migration uses an average of the last 5 
years of migration in the projections which is consistent with the Office for National Statistics’ 
methodology. 

 
Figure 4:  Milton Keynes Internal and Overseas Net Migration 2011 – 2026 
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Table 4: Milton Keynes Internal and Overseas Migration 2011 – 2026 

 
All data rounded to nearest 50, components may not sum to totals due to rounding. 

 
 

Figure 5:  Milton Keynes Net Migration, Natural Change and Net Change 2011 – 2026 
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Table 5: Milton Keynes Net Migration, Natural Change and Net Change 2011 – 2026 

 
All data rounded to nearest 50, components may not sum to totals due to rounding. 

 
Figure 5 and table 5 shows the trend in the natural change, net migration and net change. Generally 
natural change is steady compared to net migration over the projection period. Net migration is 
expected to increase until 2018/19 with a dip in 2016/17 and thereafter a continuous fall until 
2025/26.  
 

 
6. Projections by Age Structure 2011-2026 
 

Figure 6: Milton Keynes & England Population by Proportion of Age Group, 2015 

 
 
Figure 6 shows that Milton Keynes has a younger than average population with the under 16s and 
the working age population being proportionally higher than the national average and the proportion 
of retired and elderly people being lower.  
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Figure 7: Milton Keynes & England Population by Proportion of Age Group, 2026 

 
Figure 7 shows that Milton Keynes will still have a younger population than the national average in 
2026. 
 

Figure 8: Milton Keynes Population by Age Group 2015 & 2026 
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Figure 9: England Population by Age Group 2015 & 2026 

 
 

Table 6: Milton Keynes Population Projections 2015-2026 

 
Detailed figures of population by age group can be seen in appendix 1. 

 
Early years – 0 to 4 years old 

0 to 4 year olds are projected to increase from 20,300 to 21,000, a rise of 3 per cent between 2015 

and 2026. 

 
School Age Population – 5 to 16 year olds 

5 to 16 year olds are projected to increase from 42,650 to 52,550, a rise of 23 per cent between 2015 

and 2026. 
 
Young Adults – 17 to 24 year olds 

17 to 24 year olds are projected to increase from 21,550 to 23,800, a rise of 10 per cent between 

2015 and 2026. There was an initial decrease from 2015 to 2017. 
 
 
Adults – 25 to 64 year olds 
25 to 64 year olds are projected to increase from 143,800 to 161,200, a rise of 12 per cent between 
2015 and 2026. This age group has the biggest proportion of all age group throughout the years. 
 
 
Older People – Aged 65-79 
65 to 79 year olds are projected to increase from 25,600 to 36,900, a rise of 44 per cent between 
2015 and 2026. Although this age group is not the highest proportion the population will increase 
over time. 
 
Elderly People – Aged 80+ 

The number of people aged 80 and over are projected to increase from 7,850 to 13,100, a rise of 67 

per cent between 2015 and 2026. 
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Figure 10:  Percentage Change in age groups from 2013-2026 in Milton Keynes 

 
 
All age groups are projected to increase in Milton Keynes in the projections period with the fastest 
increase in the older population.
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7. Estate and Settlement Population Projections 2011-2026 
Table 7:  Milton Keynes Estate and Settlement Populations 2011 – 2026 
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The estates where the largest amount of housebuilding is planned are Brooklands, Fairfields and 
Whitehouse. 
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8. Ward Population Projections 2011-2026 
Table 8:  Milton Keynes Ward Population Projections 2014 – 2026 

 
Urban and Rural Windfall areas excluded from allocated ward areas.  
Components may not sum to totals due to rounding. 
 
The wards where the largest amount of housebuilding is planned are Broughton, Danesborough & 
Walton and Stony Stratford. 
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9. Parish Population Projections 2011-2026 
Table 9:  Milton Keynes Parish Population Projections 2011 – 2026 

 

 
Components may not sum to totals due to rounding. 
 
The parishes where the largest amount of housebuilding is planned are Broughton, Fairfields, 
Wavendon and Whitehouse. 
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10. Housing Projections 
 

20,800 dwellings are anticipated to be built in Milton Keynes between 2015 and 2026. 
 

Housing Forecasts are derived from the Milton Keynes Council 2016-2026 planned housing 

trajectory. Table 10 shows the number of completions each year between 2001/02 and 2015/16 and 

the forecast for the number of housing completions between 2016/17 and 2025/26. The current plan 

is to build 21,400 dwellings between 2016 and 2026. 

  

Table 10:  Housing Completions & Forecasts 2001 to 2026 

 
All data rounded to nearest 10, components may not sum to totals due to rounding. 

 
 

Figure 11: Housing Completions and Forecasts 2001/02 to 2025/26 

 
Green line: past figures, yellow line: Projections 
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Table 11: Total number of dwellings 2001 to 2026 

 
All data rounded to nearest 10, components may not sum to totals due to rounding. 

 

Table 11 outlines that the total number of dwellings in Milton Keynes increased from 87,200 in 2001 
to 109,170 in 2016. By 2026 it will grow to 128,620 (18% increase from 2016). 

 

There are planned housing developments in Milton Keynes which are reflected in the projections. On 

average, there are planned to be an additional 1,900 households built each year up to 2026. 

 

Figure 12: Growth in Household in Milton Keynes 2011-2026 
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Figure 13: Growth in Household Types in Milton Keynes 2011-2026- 
 

 
 

 
Table 12: Growth in Household Types in Milton Keynes Compared with Borough Population  

2011-2026 

 
All data rounded to nearest 50, components may not sum to totals due to rounding. 

 
Table 12 shows the distribution of household types against household growth. These data use the 
household formula from Communities & Local Government which project current trends into the 
future. The formula assumes a proportion of households are unoccupied so does not equal the 
figures in table 11. The largest number of households in Milton Keynes is in the ‘couple with no child’ 
category. 
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12. Labour Force Projections 
 

The ratio of Male and Female labour force is approximately 55:45. 
 

Figure 14 shows Milton Keynes labour force projections. The projections use an age break down of 
the Milton Keynes labour force from the 2011 Census and project these using the age and sex 
breakdown against the forecast population.  
 
Total Milton Keynes Labour Force in 2011 was 138,550 people or 55% of the total population in 
Milton Keynes Borough. It is forecasted to grow to 158,300 people in 2026 (51%). The decline in the 
proportion of the population reflects the growing older population.  These projections do not take 
account of any potential policy change regarding a change in the retirement age.  
 

Figure 14: Milton Keynes Labour Force Projections 2011-2026 

 
 

Table 13: Milton Keynes Labour Force Projections 2014-2031 

 
All data rounded to nearest 50, components may not sum to totals due to rounding. 
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Appendix 1: Milton Keynes Borough Population Projections 5 Year Age Groups (All Person, Male 
and Female) 

 

 
 

 
All data rounded to nearest 50, components may not sum to totals due to rounding. 
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Appendix 2: Milton Keynes Ward Population Projections 5 Year Age Groups (All Person) between 
2015 and 2026 
 

 
 

 
All data rounded to nearest 50, components may not sum to totals due to rounding. 
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Appendix 3: Population Projection Methodology 
 

All pre 2016 population figures published in this report are based on official Office for National 

Statistics data. All 2016-2026 figures are population projections which have been produced by the 

Research and Intelligence Team at Luton Council using the POPGROUP model. The model uses a 

standard cohort component forecasting method to produce age specific population projections. The 

model relies on the imputation of various data and assumptions around: 

 

The population age structure in the forecast’s start year 

2015 Mid-year Population Estimates Office for National Statistics. 

 

Births, Deaths, Fertility rates and Mortality rates 

The standard schedule of age-specific fertility and mortality rates is taken from the latest (2014-

based) schedule produced by ONS.  

 

Migration rates 

The standard schedule of migration rates (internal and external) are from a 5 year average of ONS 

estimates specific to Milton Keynes. Migration levels are then constrained by household numbers. 

 

Household Formation/Dwelling Requirements 

The number of future dwellings is set as an input from the 2016/17 housing trajectory. The 

household projections produced by Department for Communities & Local Government (CLG) are 

used. These relate specifically to Milton Keynes, and give the probability of a member of the 

population being the head of a household. These estimates are then used to determine the 

household composition in Milton Keynes.  

 

Sub District Population Projections 

New ward boundaries for Milton Keynes were introduced in 2014 and are not comparable with the 

old ward boundaries. The ward projections use the full demographic projection as described above 

and use 2015 as a base year (Small Area Population Estimates Mid-2015 from ONS). Estate 

populations are estimated using dwelling and other local data, constrained to match the ward totals. 

Parish populations are aggregated from estate populations.  

 

Labour Force Projections 

Labour force projections are produced using POPGROUP based on 2011 Census labour market data. 

In order to capture changes in economic activity at each age, the labour force is projected by 

multiplying the resident population by age-sex specific economic activity rates which are derived 

from the 2011 Census. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


