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Milton Keynes Population, Household & Labour Market Projections 

 
Luton Borough Council were commissioned to produce population, household and labour market 
projections for Milton Keynes for the period 2011-3031.  The projections use a five year average 
for migration trends which is consistent with the Office for National Statistics’ methodology.  Local 
fertility and mortality rates were applied to the projections1.   All data are calculated by Luton 
Borough Council using POPGROUP2 software apart from the housing completions for Milton 
Keynes from 2011-2026 provided by Milton Keynes Council. 

 
The population forecasting uses POPGROUP which uses a cohort component methodology for its 
population projections, a headship rate for its household projection model and an economic activity 
rate for its labour force projection model.  POPGROUP’s population forecasting model estimates 
future population change based on fertility, mortality and migration assumptions using historical 
data.  Population forecasts can be used to derive likely household and housing profiles consistent 
with the population’s age and sex composition.  

 

Milton Keynes Population Projections 2011-2031 

 
Projections were based upon the mid-year population estimates from the Office for National 
Statistics for 2011, 2012 and 2013. The projections up to 2026 are constrained to Milton Keynes 
planned housing completions.  The projections after 2026 are solely based on demographic 
components as the detailed housing completion data runs up to 2026. 
 
 
Key Points from the Population Projections 

 
 The population of Milton Keynes is projected to rise from 249,900 in 2011 to 315,500 in 

2031, a rise of 26% 

 The school age population are projected to rise by about a third in this time period. 

 The working age population are projected to rise by approximately 10% 

 The elderly population are projected to rise by more than 100% 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                            
1
 Fertility and mortality rates were provided by POPGROUP using 2013 population based data from the 

Office for National Statistics 
2
 POPGROUP Population & Derived Forecast Model used under licence from the Local Government 

Association. 

Research and Geospatial Information 
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Table 1: Milton Keynes Population Projections 2011-2031 

 

 
All data rounded to nearest 50, components may not sum to totals due to rounding 

 
Table 2: Milton Keynes Population Projections 2011-2031, Components of Change 

 

 
All data rounded to nearest 50, components may not sum to totals due to rounding 
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Figure 1: Change in Age Structure in Milton Keynes from 2011 to 2031 
 

 
 
 
 
Figure 1 compares the age structure of the population in 2011 and the projected population for 
2031. The graph shows a projected increase in the school age and older populations, with a 
decrease in people in their thirties. 
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Figure 2: Cumulative Population Change since 2011 in Milton Keynes 

 

 
 
 
Table 3 Milton Keynes Population Projections by age 2011-2031 
 

 
All data rounded to nearest 50, components may not sum to totals due to rounding 

 
Early Years – 0 to 4 Year olds 
 
The number of 0 to 4 year olds are projected to remain at a consistent level of around 20,000 
between 2011-2031.  
 
School Age Population - 5 to 16 year olds 
 
The number of school age children are projected to rise by about a third, increasing from 38,750 in 
2011 peaking at 51,800 in 2026 with a slight fall to 50,550 in 2031.   
 
Young Adults - 17 to 24 year olds 

 
The number of young adults are projected to rise with there being 22,550 in 2011 and 26,400 in 
2031. 
 
Adults - 25 to 64 year olds 
 
The number of adults are projected to rise by 11% between 2011 and 2031 increasing from 
140,700 to 156,500 with a peak in 2026. 
 
Retired – 65 to 79 year olds 
 
The number of 65 to 79 year olds are projected to double between 2011 and 2031 increasing from 
20,650 to 41,600. 
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Elderly - 80 years and above 

 
The number of people aged 80 and above are projected to increase by 192% between 2011 and 
2031 rising from 7,250 to 21,220. 
 

 
Components of Change 

 
Figure 3: Milton Keynes Natural Change 2011-2031 
 

 
 
Births are projected to stay at consistent level with a slight decline from 3,900 at the start of the 
projection period to 3,750 at the end.  Similarly there are approximately 1,600 deaths each year 
throughout the projection period with the number of deaths increasing to 1,800 in 2031. 
 
Net Migration 
 
Figure 4: Net Migration, Natural & Population Change 2011-2031 
 

 
 
Migration is projected forward using a five year average of previous trends.  Standard methodology 
was used where outward migration is trended with the population. The population continues to 
increase but a slower rate up to 2031. The change after 2026 reflects the removal of the household 
completion constraint. 
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Milton Keynes Housing Projections 2011-2026 

 
Table 4: Households and Planned Completions, Milton Keynes 2011-2026 

 
 Source: Planned household completions, Milton Keynes Council 

 
Table 4 shows that there will be a 27% rise in the number of households in Milton Keynes, a rise of 
26,100. This works out as an average of 1,700 dwellings per year. These household projections 
are constrained to the planned household completions in Milton Keynes.  
 
 
Table 5: Households Type and Household size, Milton Keynes 2011-2026 
 

  
All data rounded to nearest 50, components may not sum to totals due to rounding 

 
Table 5 shows the projected housing trajectory for Milton Keynes using the 2011 local authority 
population based household rates for Milton Keynes produced by Communities and Local 
Government (CLG). The projections show that there is projected to be a fall in the size of the 
average household in Milton Keynes from 2.53 in 2011 to 2.45 in 2026. There is a projected 
increase in the number of one person households and lone parent households.  Please note that 
these data are projecting current trends measured by CLG into the future.3  

                                            
3
 2011 based Local Authority Household Projections, Communities & Local Government, link 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/household-projections
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Table 6: Milton Keynes Household Projections 2026-2031 
 

 
All data rounded to nearest 50, components may not sum to totals due to rounding 

 
Table 6 shows the household projections from 2026 which are calculated using demographic 
change rather than planned completions. In this time period household need will increase by 4.3% 
with average household size falling to 2.4.  There is a projected need for approximately 1,300 
households per year in this time period.  The projections used the POPGROUP Derived Forecast 
model with household growth constrained to Milton Keynes Council’s provided planned 
completions up to 2026, after 2026 household growth used the Milton Keynes population 
projections to estimate household growth.  
 

Milton Keynes Labour Market Projections 2014-2031 

 
Table 7: Milton Keynes Labour Force Projections 2014-2031 
 

 
All data rounded to nearest 50, components may not sum to totals due to rounding 

 
Table 7 shows employment projections for Milton Keynes from 2014-2031.  The 2014 figure is the 
number of people employed in Milton Keynes measured by the Annual Population Survey from the 
ONS.  There were 123,500 people in employment in Milton Keynes in 2014.  Two sets of 
projections were made, the first using the projected employment rate from the East of England 
Forecasting model from Oxford Economics. The second set of projections use the current 
employment rate which remains constant throughout the projection period.   The projected working 
age population is the denominator.  The projections were calculated using the POPGROUP 
Derived Forecast model which is consistent with the population projections.   
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There are 126,600 people projected to be in employment in Milton Keynes in 2031 in comparison 
to 127,600 in 2014 using the EEFM rate and there are projected to be 137,750 in employment in 
2031 using the current employment rate. 
 

Milton Keynes Settlement Population Projections 2011-2026 

 
Settlement and parish projections were calculated up to 2026 because data on expected 
household completions in Milton Keynes are available up to this date. The data for 2012 and 2013 
are based on actual completions. 
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Source: Luton Borough Council using Milton Keynes planned completions, components may not sum to totals due to 
rounding 
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Milton Keynes Parish Population Projections 2011-2026 

 

 
Source: Luton Borough Council using Milton Keynes planned completions, components may not sum to totals due to 
rounding 
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Appendix 1: Methodology 

 
All population data prior to 2014 in this report are based on official data from the Office for National 
Statistics (ONS).  
 
All 2014-2031 figures are population projections which have been produced by the Research and 
Geospatial Information Team at Luton Borough Council using the POPGROUP model. The model 
uses a standard cohort component forecasting method to produce age specific population 
projections. The population is constrained to the planned housing completions in Milton Keynes as 
of 2014. Completions data run from 2014-2026. Projections after 2026 are based on demographic 
factors. 
 
This set of projections reflects only one possible scenario. If assumptions about migration, fertility 
or mortality are not fulfilled, the future structure and size of the population could be different. If 
house building completion rates are higher or lower this will have a particular impact on the level of 
migration and the aging of the population. The timing of the household completions also impact on 
the projections. 
 
The model relies on the imputation of various data and assumptions.  
 
Population 
 
Single year of age data from the ONS’ mid-year population data from 2011, 2012 and 2013 are 
used as the base for the projections. 
 
Births and Fertility rates 
 
The schedule of Milton Keynes age-specific fertility rates are provided by POPGROUP using data 
from the ONS. These data are taken from the latest (2013-based) schedule produced by ONS.  
 
Deaths and Mortality rates 
 
The schedule of Milton Keynes age-specific mortality rates are provided by POPGROUP using 
data from the ONS. These data are taken from the latest (2013-based) schedule produced by 
ONS.  
 
Migration rates 
 
The standard schedule of migration rates (internal and external) are from a 5 year average of ONS 
estimates specific to Milton Keynes. Migration levels are then constrained by planned household 
completion provided by Milton Keynes Council. 
 
Household Formation/Dwelling Requirements 
 
The number of future dwellings are taken from Milton Keynes Council’s planned housing 
completions data as of 2014. The 2011-based household projections produced by Department for 
Communities & Local Government (CLG) are used to calculate projected household types. These 
relate specifically to Milton Keynes, and give the probability of a member of the population forecast 
being the head of a household. These estimates are then used to determine the household 
structure in Milton Keynes. Data run from 2011 to 2021 with the rate being assumed constant up to 
2031.  CLG are projecting current trends into the future.  The projections used the POPGROUP 
Derived Forecast model with household growth constrained to Milton Keynes Council’s provided 
planned completions up to 2026, after 2026 household growth used the population projections to 
estimate household growth. 
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Small Area Population Projections 
 
Settlement and Parish populations are estimated using planned housing completions and other 
local data, constrained to match the Milton Keynes population projections totals. Parish populations 
are aggregates of estate populations. 
 
Labour Market Projections 
 
Labour Market projections take Milton Keynes’ working age population projections and apply a 
projected employment rate from the East of England Economic Forecasting Model produced by 
Oxford Economics.  An alternative scenario applies the current employment rate from the ONS’ 
Annual Population Survey. The projections were calculated using the POPGROUP Derived 
Forecast Model and are consistent with the population projections. 
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Appendix 2: Population Projections by quinary age group 

 
Milton Keynes Population Projections by age 2011-2031, total 
 

 
Source: Luton Borough Council using Milton Keynes planned completions, components may not sum to totals due to 
rounding 

 
Milton Keynes Population Projections by age 2011-2031, male 
 

 
Source: Luton Borough Council using Milton Keynes planned completions, components may not sum to totals due to 
rounding 
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Milton Keynes Population Projections by age 2011-2031, female 
 

 
Source: Luton Borough Council using Milton Keynes planned completions, components may not sum to totals due to 
rounding 
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Appendix 3: Milton Keynes Population Change Maps 

 
Map: 1 Milton Keynes Parish Population Growth 2011-2026 
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Map: 2 Milton Keynes Parish Settlement Growth 2011-2026 
 
 

 
 
 
Maps 1 and 2 highlight the areas of high projected population growth in Milton Keynes between 
2011 and 2026. The largest population growth is in the Western and Eastern Expansion areas.  
Other developments are planned in Newton Leys, Central Bletchley, Central Milton Keynes and 
Campbell Park. 
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Appendix 4: Milton Keynes Ward Estimates 

 
New ward boundaries for Milton Keynes were introduced in 2014.  The Office for National Statistics 
have not yet produced population estimates for the new wards therefore it is not possible to 
produce ward estimates for the new boundaries consistent with the 2013 mid-year population 
estimates for Milton Keynes. 


