Milton Keynes Population Projections

About the projections:

The population projections were produced using PopGroup and HouseGroup population and household estimation and forecasting software developed by Bradford Council.

The model was configured to include past estimates of population, from 1991 to 2003. Local data on mortality, fertility, migration and special populations were added. Household representative rates from 1996 (the most recently available projections) were used to configure the household model.

The model was constrained to known past populations, and to include data on future dwellings. Estimated vacancy, sharing and second homes rates were included from the 2001 census.

The results of two models are presented here. Initially, the ‘High Initial Growth’ scenario. Dwellings completion numbers, agreed by developers, were input to 2011. This gives a total of 24,905 dwellings to 2011, of which 3600 have been built in 2001-3. For dwellings completions forecasts from 2011-2031, information was taken from the Panel Report into the MKSM Public Examination. 

This stated that 22,000 dwellings would be built in 2011-21. It was assumed that this building would be spread out equally across the ten-year period, ie 2,200 dwellings completed per year. A further 23,700 dwellings were to be built in 2021-31: these were assumed to be built at a rate of 2,370 per year.

However, forecast completions to 2011 are felt to be very ambitions, particularly given relatively low numbers of completions over the first 3 years of the ten year period. As a result, an alternative scenario was developed: the ‘Delayed Growth Scenario’.

This assumes that completions will be 20% lower each year than forecast by developers. This would mean 4,258 of the planned dwellings would not be completed by 2011. This number of completions has been evenly distributed over the subsequent 20 year period, such that by 2031 the number of dwellings completed would be the same.

High Growth Scenario:
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The figures to 2001 are ONS official estimates. 

The population in 2011 is estimated at 255,750: this is higher than the 2003/4 Population Bulletin forecast, reflecting the higher agreed numbers and density of developments.

The population estimate for 2031, assuming that all of the growth is completed as specified, is 344,900 persons.

Delayed Growth Scenario
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The figures to 2001 are unchanged. If development to 2011 is assumed to lag targets by 20%, the population in June 2006 is assumed to be 222,200. Compared to the previous forecast of 224,300 this is a reduction of 2,100 persons. By 2011 the difference is greater: down from 255,750 to 246,350 a reduction of 9,400 persons. However, as the growth is still assumed to take place over the next 20 years, the forecast population gradually ‘catches up’ with the previous estimates.

